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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Art Unit: 3694 

DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Examiner has given consideration to applicant's request for continuation of 
application 10/349,039 filed on January 23, 2003, which is a continuation of application 
09/207,681 filed on December 9, 1998. For examining purposes of this application, the 
effective filing date will be December 9, 1998. 



Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is too long. Correction is 



required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hilt et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,032,133 (see attached PTO-892). 

6. As per claim 1, Hilt teaches a payment process interacting with an offset 
payment system, said process comprising: 

determining, within a computer implemented accounts receivable system 
separate from the offset payment system, debt to be referred for offset responsive to 
debt selection criteria (see column 10, lines 38-63); 

determining, within a computer implemented accounts payable system separate 
from the offset payment system, a payment to be referred for offset responsive to 
payment selection criteria (see column 10, lines 38-63); and 

referring the debt and the payment to the offset payment system responsive to 
the determinations with the offset payment system performing an offset of the debt and 
the payment responsive to referral (see column 10, lines 38-63). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/820,022 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3694 

7. As per claim 2, Hilt teaches the method of claim 1 as described above. Hilt 
further teaches comprising updating automatically debt records responsive to an offset 
by the offset payment system (see column 1 1 , lines 10-23). 

8. As per claim 3, Hilt teaches the method of claim 2 as described above. Hilt 
further teaches wherein debt records comprise general ledger records (see column 11, 
lines 10-23 and Figure 4, item 42). 

9. As per claim 4, Hilt teaches a payment process, comprising: 
determining, within a computer implemented accounts payable financial 

management system, a payment to be referred for offset of a debt responsive to 
payment selection criteria (see column 10, lines 38-63); and 

referring the payment to an offset payment system responsive to the 
determination (see column 10, lines 38-63). 

10. As per claim 5, Hilt teaches the method of claim 4 as described above. Hilt 
further teaches comprising updating automatically payment records responsive to an 
offset by the offset payment system (see column 1 1 , lines 1 0-23). 

11. As per claim 6, Hilt teaches a storage media storing a process interacting with an 
offset payment system, controlling a computer and determining, within a computer 
implemented accounts receivable financial management system separate from the 
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offset payment system, debt to be referred for offset payment responsive to debt 
selection criteria, referring the debt to an offset payment system responsive to the 
determination, determining, within a computer implemented accounts receivable 
financial management system separate from the accounts receivable system, a 
payment to be referred for offset of a debt responsive to payment selection criteria, 
referring the payment to the offset payment system responsive to the determination, 
and updating debt records in the accounts system responsive to an offset by the offset 
payment system, and updating automatically payment records in the payable system 
responsive to the offset by the offset payment system (see column 12, lines 50-65, 
column 13, lines 1-14, column 18, lines 22-25 and Figure 4). 

12. As per claim 7, Hilt teaches a payment system comprising: 

a financial management system determining debt to be referred for offset 
responsive to debt selection criteria (see column 10, lines 38-63 and Figure 4); and 
an offset payment system, separate from the financial management system, 
receiving authorization for a payment, offsetting the payment with the referred debt and 
notifying said management system of an offset, and said management system updating 
the debt record responsive to the offset (see column 1 1 , lines 10-23 and Figure 4). 



13. 



As per claim 8, Hilt teaches a payment system comprising: 
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a financial management system determining a payment to be made and subject 
to an offset responsive to payment selection criteria (see column 10, lines 38-63 and 
Figure 4); and 

an offset payment system, separate from the financial management system, 
receiving the authorization for a debt offset, offsetting the payment with the debt and 
notifying said management system of an offset, and said management system updating 
the payment record responsive to the offset (see column 1 1 , lines 10-23 and Figure 4). 

14. As per claim 9, Hilt teaches a payment system comprising: 

a first financial management system providing accounts receivable functions 
determining debt to be referred for offset responsive to debt selection criteria, producing 
a debt offset authorization (see column 1 1 , lines 10-23 and Figure 4); 

a second financial management system providing accounts payable functions, 
separate from the first system and determining a payment to be made and subject to 
offset responsive to payment selection criteria and producing a payment offset 
authorization (see column 11, lines 10-23 and Figure 4); and 

an offset payment system, separate from the first and second financial 
management systems, receiving the debt and payment authorizations, offsetting the 
payment with the referred debt and notifying said first and second management 
systems of an offset, the first and second management systems updating automatically 
the debt and payment records within the first and second financial management 
systems responsive to the offset (see column 11, lines 10-23 and Figure 4). 
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15. As per claim 10, Hilt teaches a payment process interacting with an offset 
payment system comprising: 

accessing debt selection criteria within a computer implemented financial 
management system separate from the offset payment system (see column 10, lines 
38-63); 

determining, within the computer implemented financial management system, 
debt to be referred for offset payment responsive to the debt selection criteria (see 
column 10, lines 38-63); and 

referring of the debt, by the computer implemented financial management 
system, to the offset payment system responsive to the determination (see column 10, 
lines 38-63). 

16. As per claim 1 1 , Hilt teaches an offset process, comprising: 

determining, within a computer implemented accounts receivable management 
system, debt to be referred for offset (see column 10, lines 38-63); 

determining, within a computer implemented accounts payable management 
system, a payment to be referred for offset (see column 10, lines 38-63); and 

referring the debt and payment to an offset payment system for offset and 
receiving a confirmation of an offset (see column 1 1 , lines 10-23). 

17. As per claim 12, Hilt teaches an offset process, comprising: 
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determining, within a computer implemented accounts receivable management 
system, debt to be referred for offset (see column 10, lines 38-63); 

determining, within a computer implemented accounts payable management 
system, a payment to be referred for offset (see column 10, lines 38-63); 

referring the debt and payment to an offset payment system for offset and 
receiving a confirmation of an offset (see column 11, lines 10-23); and 

performing multiparty accounting functions within each of the accounts receivable 
and payable systems allocating the offset to multiple sources and destinations (see 
column 11, lines 10-23). 

18. As per claim 13, Hilt teaches the process of claim 12 as described above. Hilt 
further teaches comprising: 

sending notification, by the accounts receivable management system, to the 
debtor of the offset (see column 7, lines 23-24, 65-67 and Figure 4, item 38). 

19. As per claim 14, Hilt teaches the process of claim 12 as described above. Hilt 
further teaches comprising: sending notification, by the accounts payable management 
system, to the payee of the offset (see column 7, lines 23-24, 65-67 and Figure 4, item 
38). 



20. As per claim 15, Hilt teaches the process of claim 12 as described above, 
further teaches comprising: 
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sending notification to a third party of the offset (see column 7, lines 23-24, 65-67 
and Figure 4, item 38). 

21 . As per claim 16, Hilt teaches the process of claim 12 as described above. Hilt 
further teaches comprising: 

sending notification, by the accounts receivable management system, to the 
debtor of the offset (see column 7, lines 23-24, 65-67 and Figure 4, item 38); 

sending notification, by the accounts payable management system, to the payee 
of the offset (see column 7, lines 23-24, 65-67 and Figure 4, item 38); and 

sending notification to a third party of the offset (see column 7, lines 23-24, 65-67 
and Figure 4, item 38). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid R. Merchant whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1360. The examiner can normally be reached on First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammel can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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JmK COLBERT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




